OONFIDENTIAL. ; 


[No. 47 of 1896, 


REPORT 


on 


- NATIVE PAPERS 


yor THE 


— ~mawe ee 


{1.—Homs AvMINISTRATION. 


 (a)—Police— 


Outrage of female —— in the Mymensingh 


district sb 
A collecting panchayet in " the Mymensingh dis- “is 
trict 
Pollution of tank water in Vikrampur i in the Dacca 
district is a ae 
The Police Sub- Ins otor of a. ib 
Partiality to Musalmans in making eppointments 
to Police Sub-Inspectorships . 1078 
, The chaukidari tax in some villages: in the 24- 
, © Parganas district * veer 
| House accommodation for chaukidars iti ae ee 


Ill-treatment of a native post-master by a ee — 9 
Gambling at the Santipur Rdshmela 


(b)—- Working of the Courts— 


The question of the separation of the executive and 


icial functions “ie — a 
o)}—Jatls— 
Nil. 
(d)—Hducation— 
The reorganization of the Education Department .. ib 
Physical science in the middle schools ... 1080 


Dr. Martin as Director of Public Instruction a ib 
Muhammadan education under Sir Alfred Croft ... 16 


(e)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Admints- 
tration— 


A grievance of the Buddhists of Raojan in the 
Chittagong district . 1081 
pa Officiating District Engineer of Mymensingh .. ib 

rehended water-scarcity in Vikrampur in the 


acca district ab 
Scarcity of water in certain thanas in the Hooghly 
district tb 
The vacant Sub ‘Overnoership under ‘the Malda 
District Board . 1082 
A ferry complaint a we a 


(f Questions affecting the land— 
Nil. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals 
and trrigatton— 


Misconduct of a railway guard ib 
Want of dri -water on the Eastern Bengal 
State Railway ae 


Highhandodnost of a sealway ticket-oollector w» tb 


| 


Week ee the 0 a I November 1896. 


—— 


ee —— _—an 


CONTENTS : 
Page. Page. 
{.—Forsierx Po.itics. (h)—General— 
The duty of the Indian Musalmans towards the aeataie oe 
Sultan » th S ates dee Charitable dispensaries in Benga] j ib 
Asiatic sympathy with the so os Sir Charles Elliott on the question of the separation 


of the judicial and executive functions 


Charitable dispensaries in Bengal oF ae 1685 
Charitable dispensaries in Bengal ‘ie ao 
IiI.—Leeterarive. : 


The agitation against the religious endowments ... 
[V.—Nativge Starss. 
Treatment of a dowager Rani bya Resident __... 1086 


V.—Prosprots oF THE Crops aNp CONDITION OF 
THE PEOPLE. 


The Government in the distress ‘ae on a 
Government's duty in the distress ons . «6 
Government's duty in the distress = ~ & 
Suggestions for averting a famine <s eo» 1087 
Scarcity in the province < @ 
An embargo upon export of food- -grains... ... 1088 
The Viceroy in the scarcity fea a = 
Tho impending famine ce 4b 
and water-scarcity in a villag e in 
Murshidabad district sd ve : te tb 
Relief work in Darbhanga ... me ... 1089 
Tho fr present — sa ae 
© prospects of cro soe see eee 
| he Viceroy | in the famin oe iat aR te 
ody in Nagpur ape ‘i .. LOOL 
Famine in Nalhati a are ae 
The impending famine ‘en con .». 1092 
Relief of Tastes inte ‘i ae 
Government's duty in the distress »»- 1093 
The impending famine in Bengal oe “ 
VI.—MIscELLangovs. 
Reforms proposed for the Hindu shrines i. the 
op tneree district m . 
a eee to light Belvedere with electri light 1094 
The Viceroy’s tour ‘a tb 
Plague in the mufassal _.., ae 
Pollution of sources so water-supply i in the J essore 
+ district ne sce oe a 


Urrya Papgnrs. 


Cessation of rains | ae a 
Cattle-plague in Balasore town a .. 1096 
Illicit madat shops 
Non-liability of heirs for debts of zamindars =e: a 
Want of rain... a 
A Commissioner of the Cuttack M unicipality in 
trouble - . 
Impen jing famine is . - 
Suspicious characters in Balasore = oo 
Drought and loss of crops... iis a 
Desertion of raiyats - — = 
Drought and loss of crops ... = . 1096 


Assam Papzrs. 
Nil. 


a 
a ; piace a vipers mee ‘ . 
_ ‘ = AOS atta ee ohm mn roms —— ” A FEN Sipe Sagi ae EET eo ah Ree nS es Ee ee Fae te RS as encore een ae ee cao nesotpenpeen er <tr “Lane nti stte Me Pee & oe ik on tote Geen gy nee 
OE 3 AOS o aes Seared Y pa be = rn . ee oe ya " . ; > ae > ae . ° % XK . . . 7 a - ta 77 
; x give 
7 r . z 2 - 2 * . ‘ ps iy te ey <9 s —- . PE PPE Ha yay Er <n wy 
apiine — ote _ 
wm . <- és = : a 
en pte i . rae a sh ETS eed ‘ pS epee J 
S pg idle ae ‘ eae i roo e. SB > a ee ees . « 4 a 
tee OT ae ee eT Oe Ce eek. SR LI SPP AT ne Ne RE ee hen _—— * 
Sprit : ; : 
, » = wea bm . ve ~ 
; ‘ Jaggi set, BOP PEMEYEN Ss 
7 Seiten) : ana wy tee minis ; 
- GOA OEE Na Gf IOLA LESLIE ALLEL PLEA LEE iain . 


( 1072 ) 
LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. Names of Newspapers. 


BenGati CaLcurra. 


drika.”’ 1896. 


Weekly. 
1 |“ Bangavasi”... ... | Caleutta sii 20,000 | 14th November, 1896. 
9 |*Basumati” |. "TP Ditto st a 
oe. er ... | Ditto a 800 | 17th ditto. 
4 |“ Hitavadi” ... ... | Ditto .. About 4,000 | 18th ditto. 
6 | “ Mihir-o-Sudhakar ” ... | Ditto owe 2,600 | 14th ditto. 
6 |“ Navayuga” _... .. | Ditto ae oe 14th ditto. 
7 |“Sahachar”  ,.. ... | Ditto ... About 6500 | 11th ditto. 
8 | “Samay” in .. | Ditto a 8,000 | 18th ditto. 
@ |“Sanjivani”  ... ... | Ditto it 3,000 | 1éth ditto. 
10 | “Som Prakash” ... | Ditto se 800 | 16th ditto. 

| 

Daily. | 

1 4‘ Banga Vidya Prakeshike” Ditto ...| About 850 | 16th, 18th and 19th Nov- 
: ember, 1896. 

2 |“ Dainik-o-Samachar Chan-| Ditto a 1,000 | 15th to 19th November, 


8 |“Samvad Frabhakar”  ...| Ditto me 1,250 | 
‘ “‘Samvad Parnachandrodaya’; Ditto sia 200 | 16th November, 1896. 
6 |“ Sulabh Dainik” 1 Ditto ... | Bead by 
3,000 | 16th to18th November, 
Hinpt. ! 1896. 


Weekly. 
1 | ‘‘ Bharat Mitra” ... 4 Ditto oe 2,000 | 12th November, 1896. 
, 
2 | “Hindi Bangavasi” ... | Ditto “ 10,000 | 16th ditto. 
PERSIAN. 
: Weekly. 
| 1 | Hublal Mateen ” | Ditto ~ a. 9th ditto. 
Urpv. 
Weekly. 
1 \* Dengensiienet and Urdu| Ditte a 310 | 12th ditto. 
2 |General and Gauhariasi”’| Ditto ae 230 | 165th ditto. 
Burpwawn Division. 
BenGatt. 
| Fortnightly. 
1 | “Benkura Darpan”’ ... | Bankura i 450 
3 | “Ulubaria Darpan "’ -» | Ulubaria sis 700 
Weekly. 
‘1 |“ Burdwan Sanjivani ” .. | Burdwan ». |About 250 
2 |“Chinsura Vartavaha” ... | Chinsura se 560 | 16th ditto. 
8 | ** Education Gazette” a Hooghly ae 1,146 | 18th ditto. 
oo Presipency Division. 
Weekly. 
1 |**Murshidabad Hitaishi” ... | Murshidabad 
2 |“ Murshidabad Pratinidhi | Rowe vs 826 | lith ditto. 
8 |“ Pratikar? att” | Berhampore . 200 oo 


woe eee Ditto 


iin ae 


( 1073 ) 


Reported 
No. Names of Newspapers. | Place of publication. Poe dal REWARES. 
é Onresa Division. 
Urrya. 
Monthly. 
1 |“ Brahma” | Cuttack ose 160 
2 | “Indradhanu ~ | Ditto + oe | 
8 | “Shikshabandhu” | Ditto ' na 
4 |“Utkalprabha” M ayurbhunj o sins veces Only six copies have 
been’ issued since 
Weekly. the paper was re- 
eae vived in January 
1 |**Sambalpur Hitaishini” ...| Bamra in the Central oe 30th September, 1896. 1894. Some 200 
Provinces. | copies of each issue 
2 | “Samvad Vahika” ... | Balasore on 190| 8th October, 1896. are said to have 
been circulated, but 
3 | “Uriya and Navasamvad”...| Ditto oe 809; 7th ditto. no subscribers have 
eg been registered. 
4 | “Utkal D‘yike” »- | Cuttack ive 480 | 10th ditto. This paper is said to 
have some circula. 
Patwa Division. tion in the Division, 
Hino. but the number of 
subscribers could 
Monthly. not be ascertained. 
1 |“ Bihar Bandhu” Bankipur si 600 
Weekly. 
1 | “ Aryavarta”’ Dinapur fe 1,000 | 14th November, 1896. 
Urnv. 
Weekly. 
1 | “ Akhbar-i-A] Pach” .| Bankipur 500 | 12th _— ditto. 
2 {Gaya Punch .. ... | Gaya 400 
RassHanti Division‘. 
BEnaatl. 
Weekly. 
1 | « Hindu Ranjika”’ Boalia, Rajshahi 195 
2 |“ Rangpur Dikprakash ” Kakina, Rangpur... 180 
HINDI. 
Monthly. 
1 | ‘* Darjeeling Mission ke Masik| Darjeeling 600 It is said that 650 
Samachar Patrika.” copies of the paper 
Dacca Division. are printed each 
BENGALI. month. Out of this 
number, 160 copies 
Fortnightly. are distributed 
among the subscri- 
1 | “Kasipur Nivasi ” Kasipur, Berisal 244 bers, and the rest 
sold to the public at 
Weekly. three pies per copy. 
1 |“ Barisal Hitaishi”’ _ ao eee 
2 | “Charu Mihir” . | Mymensingh 900 | 9th ditto. 
8 |“ Dacca Prakash “ Dacca 2,400 | 15th _— ditto. 
4 | “Saraswat Patra” a ... |About 440 
6 |“ Vikrampur” Lauhajangha, Dacca .. 240) 12th _— ditto. 
ENGLISH AND BEn@atl. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Dacca Gazette” Dacca — 500 
BEnaali. Currtacone Division. 
Fortnightly. 
1 |‘ Tripura Prekash ” 
700 
Weekly. Comilla 
1 |*Sansodhbini” ... ; 
Chittago 120 | 14th August, 25th Sep- 
— tember, and 2nd and 
October, 1896. 
BEneatt. AssaM. 


Fortnightly. 


‘‘ Paridarshak-o-Srihattavasi” 
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I.—Fore1Ga Po.irics. 


A MuHAMMADAN correspondent writing from Kushtia in the Mihtr-o- mmmo-Svpmanas, 


Sudhdkar of the 14th November, makes the follow- 
_, The duty of the Indian Musal- ing proposals for the consideration of the Indian 
Musalmans:— —_ 
1. That, considering the present situation of the Sultan of Turkey, the 
Musalmans all over India offer up prayers to God for his safety. 
2. That it be decided whether such prayers should be offered up daily or 
weekly. 
3. That a Central Society be established in Calcutta, with branches in the 
mufassal, and that this Society send out missionaries to the mufassal and collect 
the opinion of the Muhammadan community for the decision of the following 


questions :— 


(2) Whether the Sultan cannot be helped in any other way than by 
prayers only. Jf he can be helped in any other way, in what 
other way? 

(b) What should the Indian Musalmans do if a war breaks out between 
the Sultan and any of the Powers? What is the Musalman’s 
religious duty on such a contingency ? 

_ (c). What will be the best course to pursue for the Indian Musalmans, if 
ill-feeling grows up between the Sultan and the British Lion, 
which, however, God forbid? And generally, how far does the 
Muhammadan religion require its followers to proceed in aid of 
the Sultan? This question requires immediate solution, as the 
Muhammadans of India live under British rule. 


The correspondent suggests the names of Syed Nawab Ali Chaudhuri and 
Nawab Syed Abdus Sobhan Chaudhuri as the gentlemen who should be 
appointed President and Vice-President, respectively, of the proposed Society in 
Calcutta. The rest of the office bearers under the Society should be selected 
after it has been formed, A meeting will shortly be held in Kushtia, under the 
auspices of Syed Ali Ollaha Saheb, to discuss the above proposals. The leaders 
of the movement are ready to consult the head of the Police Department, if 
necessary. 


Nov. lith, 1896, 


2. lt isa glory to Asia, observes the Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandriké of the Dannx-o-Samacnan 


aie “ah me 14th November, that a number of Asiatics are still 
— << 7 ruling in Europe. It is therefore only natural 

that Asia should sympathize with the Sultan. The 
enemies of the Sultan should better cease tulking of right and justice. Might 
is right in Europe. Europe is foremost in trespassing upon foreign territories. 
Is it not absurd that she should condemn such trespass on the part of Asiatics? 
Christians are immaculate and they can do no wrong! Armenians are Chris- 
tians, and hence this European sympathy with them. What if they were Jews 


or Musalmans or Buddhists ? 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) —Police. 


3. The Charu Mihir of the 9th November writes as follows:— 

For the last two years we have been writing 
about the outrage of female modesty by badmashes 
in the Mymensingh district, but practically nothing 
has yet been done to check this oppression. 

Outrage of female modesty in Mymensingh will not cease so long as police 
officers of ability and approved merit are not pee to the district, The 
investigation of cases of such oppression, too, should be placed in the hands of 
competent officers. Culprits often escape punishment because the evidence 
brought forward by the police is in good many cases too weak, to secure convic- 
tion. The Lieutenant-Governor’s suggestion that if the committing Deputy 
Magistrate finds the evidence against the accused weak, he should order further 
investigation by an able officer, is likely todo much good. The Police should 
also keep careful watch in the village where an outrage occurs, in order to 


Outrage of female modesty in 
the Mymensingh district. 


RIKA, 
Nov. 15th, 1896. 


CHaRvu Minm, 
Nov. 9th, 1896. 


CHarvu Mimir, 
Nov. 9th, 1896. 


VIKRAMPUR, 
Nov . 12th, 1896, 


HITAVADI, 
Noy. 13th, 1896. 
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assure the people, whose evidencs might be required, that they would not be 
molested by the dadmashes for giving evidence against them. : 

No effectual check can, however, be put upon the badmashes without the 
co-operation of the zamindars. Some ublic-spirited zamindars, though their 
number is not large, have actually succeeded in putting a check upon this sort of 
outrage within their respective zamindaris. And the steps which Mr. Thomas, 
District Superintendent of Police, adopted with the help of the local zamindars, 
after the outrages committed on the occasion of the Ashtami bathing festival of 
1302 B.S., te, 200 such beneficial results that there was not a sitgle case of 
outrage on the occasion of the last festival on the other side of the Brahmaputra, 
But Government is now-a-days unwilling to take the assistance of zamindars in 
administering the country, and has, therefore, deprived them of the last vestige 
of the powers which they possessed in the past. 

When Mr. Dutt was District Magistrate, he kept the dadmashes of the 
Gafargaon thana in check by the vigorous application of section 110 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure against them. 

The number of small tenure-holders in Mymensingh and Alapsingh being 
very small, there is no middle class between zamindars and cultivators; and the 
mass of the people are, therefore, for want of an intermediate class of gentry, 
whose habits and manner they can imitate with advantage, completely illiterate. 
This is one of the causes of the prevalence of badmashi in the district. The 
creation of small tenure-holders like ¢alukdars and patnidars in large numbers 
may also serve to protect the raiyats from the hands of badmashes, 


4. A correspondent of the same paper complains that the collecting 
: —— panchayet of Musuli, in the Mymensingh district, 
we os > a in the commits great oppression on the people in collecting 
sabe. fe the chaukidari tax and often withholds receipts for 
tax paid. One Musrab Shaikh of that village made a complaint to the Deputy 
Magistrate, Babu Uma Prasanna Guha, to the effect that though the panchayet 
had collected from him the tax for the half year ending Chaitra 1302 BS., 
he had fraudulently antedated the receipt therefor and credited the amount to 
a former instalment, which had been paid by the complainant. In consequence 
of tricks played by the punchayet, the case was disposed of only on the 10th 
August last after repeated postponements. Though the panchayet’s guilt was 
established, the Deputy Magistrate punished him only with a fine of ten ru 
and allowed him to continue in his office. People do not venture to complai 
against panchayets because a case like the above is a sufficient warning to 
them not to do so. It is hoped the District Magistrate will save the people 
ee hands of such a tyrannical panchayet by appointing a better man in 
is place. 


5. The Vikrampur of the 12th November asks the Subdivisional Officer 

OE ay te ota ee of 2895 | hg - gy — to - _ 

7 trict. «SCC gent_ orders to the village chaukidars and panchs- 

—— yets in Vikrampur to ah that low class Sensliness 

and chanda/s in the village do not pollute the water of the few tanks which 

contain drinkable water by fishing in them. The men pollute the tanks i 
this way even in the face of prohibition by their owners, 7 


6. The Mitavad: of the 13th November writes as follows:— 


3 Even the lowest officers of the Police ead 
Kalen, lice Sub-Inspector of ment are every one of them a petty tyrant. y 
ing upon their police badge they despise even the 
broad earth they tread over and commit oppressions upon the public. There 18 
no knowing when they are pleased and when offended. If they are offended with 
anybody for any reason, they try to crush him on the wheel of the law. In. 
the first place, the law is a curious thing, then the police is vested with arbitrary 
autbority and last of all the higher police officers always try their best to screen 


their peccant subordinates. The result is that the lower police officers meet 
with encouragement in their career of oppression. 


We will relate to-day a case of oppression by the police, which will bear 
us out in all that we say. On the occasion of the last Durga Puja festival a 
Police Sub-Inspector ‘went to the house of Babu J ogendranath Sen at Kalna 
to investigate a case of theft, and asked that a servant of the house might 
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accompany him to show him the house of the female servant of the family. The 
family, it would appear, did not accede to his i ery and told the mighty 
Sub-Inspector to find out the house for himself. Such, at any rate, are the fa 
of the case as stated by the Sub-Inspector himself. 

The name of this Sub-Inspector is Byomkes Adhikari, and he is a Vishnav 
by caste. Byomkes cherished a bitter remembrance of this affront, and on the 
day on which images of the goddess Kali were taken out for consignment to 
the river, he arrested Babu Jogendranath Sen on a charge of having made music 
without a pass. He wrote in the Police Form in Bengali :— 

‘¢ A large concourse of people having assembled this day in the town on 
account of the consignment of images of the goddess Kali to the river, I went 
out to see that no accident happened, and found at the Jagannath Ghat crossi 
within the Pathure mahal two carriages full of men, four images of Kali, an 
about 20 musicians as well as nearly 40 or 45 persons accompanying -the 
images, all going together in a noisy procession. On my asking to whom the 
idols belonged, Babu Jogendranath Sen answered that all the four idols were 
his. On my further o_o ee whether he had taken out a pass, he owned his 
mistake, saying that he had forgotten to take out one and went with the | 
mukhtar, Babu Upendranath Hazra, one of the procession, to the thana, and 
furnishing a bail of 10 rupees promised to appear at court the next day for a 
trial under sections 30 and 31 of Act V; he I send up this case with a prayer 
for a trial.’’ 

This is police language: what wonder then that this police Bengali should 
outdo even the Bengali advertisewents of Mother Siegel’s Syrup in verbosity and 
outlandishness ? 

On the strength of this report Babu Jogendranath Sen became an accused 
under Act V of 1861. People had so long an impression that Act V of 1861 
was concerned with the commission of nuisance on a public road and such 
like offences. They were now surprised to learn that carrying an image for 
consignment to the river without a pass constituted an offence under that Act, 
and the surprise was all the greater as Jogen Babu’s family had for many 
generations past carried images in this way and without a pass, 

After sending up the case, the Sub-Inspector began hunting up law-books. 
He found that Act V of 1861 did not apply to the case, He therefore hit upon 
a charge of “‘ obstructing the public thoroughfare,” and at the time of giving his 
deposition in court added that charge. In cross-examination he said :— 

“T don’t know under what law I made the arrest. I thought it was offence 
under Act V of 1861.” 

It was proved at the trial that Jogendra Babu had done nothing illegal. 
He was not liable to punishment for not having taken out a pass. The Court, 
however, observes in its judgment— 

‘lhe defence means to say that the Sub-Inspector did so out of malice. 
I do not quite think so. I am inclined to believe that the Sub-Inspector laboured 
under a mistake.” 

But this only proves the leniency of the Magistrate, and not the innocence 
of the Sub-Inspector, for reading a little further on we find that the former 
charge having sete down, there was an attempt to “‘shift this obstruction into 
an offence under section 283 of the Indian Penal Code.” Is not this attempt 
to substitute one charge for another a proof of malice, or at any rate of perverse 
persistence ? 2 : : 

The Police Sub-Inspector sends up a gentleman for trial, but he cannot 
say what his offence is, and does not know that he is required to state his offence 
in the police form. He then, at the trial, tries to substitute the charge under 
which he first sent up the accused for another. Is not this a curious spectacle? 
It is also no light mistake to prosecute under a charge which was not at all 
mentioned in the form. It is also a serious mistake to get the form filled up 
by the writer-constable as was done in this case, and then sign the report 

without glancing at it. This clearly shows how unmethodically the Sub- 
Inspector does his work. Is it possible that one holding the post of Sub-Inspector 


should belay so much perpen’, should fall into so apd wang tf Is i et 
ikely that the Sub-Inspector got into a scra roug malicious 
much more likely that the Sub-Inspector g “ks the Sub-Inspector's 


erness to make out a case? All this appears to us 
po deposition. Laying aside the deposition of other witnesses, his own 


HITavaDl, 
Nov. 13th, 1896. 


MIHIR-0-SUDHAKAR, 
Nov. 14th, 1896. 


BANGAVASI, 
Nov. 14th, 1896. 
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evidence is a sufficient proof of his incompetency. It is an additional proof of 
malice that this is the first case at Kalna of arrest for carrying an image for 
consignment to the river without a pass. If the Sub-Inspector had a mistaken 
notion about the law, how is it that he never arrested any person under the Act 
before ? 

Jogendra Babu has been acquitted. But who is responsible for the fact 
that he, a respectable man, was harassed in this way through the machinations 
of the police? If instead of arich and influential man like him & poor man 
had got into a similar scrape, he would have had to suffer grievously. If 
Jogendra Babu is innocent under the law, is nobody, we ask, answerable for 
the harassment he has had to undergo? We request Jogendra Babu to pursue 
the matter zealously for the public good. If he recovers damages from the 
Sub-Inspector by proving his malice, he will do the public 4 service, and at the 
same time teach the Sub-Inspector a lesson. 

There would have been little chance of such irregularities occurring if 
there had been many men of birth ‘aud education in the police service. This 
Byomkes Adhikari is innocent of English, and the report we have quoted above 
will have shown what a master he is of Bengali composition. But mark how 
bold he has become on obtaining the post of Sub-Inspector. A man’s impudence 
is always in proportion to his ignorance. 

We ask the police authorities whether they will not attend to this matter. 
Is not the proceeding of a police officer who arrests a person without knowing 
under what law he is arresting him calculated to bring the whole police service 
into discredit ? Is it advisable to allow this man who is not ashamed to confess 
to such inexperience, to admit such irregular proceedings in a law court, to 
remain Sub-Inspector of an important town like Kalna? Byomkes Adhikari 
rose to be a Sub-Inspector only seven or eight years ago, and the habits he 
acquired in lower posts still cling to him. We never expected to find such an 
irregularity under a just and able Inspector-General of Police like Mr Henry. 
It is hopea that he will attend to this matter. | 

7. A correspondent of the same paper complains that Musalmans are 

Partiality to Musslmans in P0INg appointed to Police Sub-Inspectorships in 
making appointments to Police preference to Hindus who have stood higher in the 
SubeLnspectorshipe. examination for the selection of Sub-Inspectors. 
Even Musalmans who have not —. the examination are being appointed 
Sub-Inspectors in preference to Hindus who have passed it. A Musalman 
acquaintance of the correspondent went to Mr. Showers to learn the rules about 
the examination, and Mr. Showers gave him a Sub-Inspectorship on a salary of 
Rs. 30. Have Sir Charles Elliott’s philo-Musalman proclivities then infected 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie also, or are his orders being disobeyed by Messrs. 
Henry and showers? 

s. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 14th November says that the panchayets 


ee . of villages Sherpur, Mahmudpurand Agapur, within 

apne, Ghaukidari, tax in some the jurisdiction of the Baduria thana in the Basirhat 
villages in the 24-Parganas district. gs a pagal ; 
subdivision of the 24-Parganas district, commit 

great injustice and oppression on the villagers in the assessment and levy of the 
chaukidari tax. The widow of Shaikh Fakir Ahmud of Mahmudpur and her 
minor son have no means of livelihood a 


t what she can earn by her personal 
labour. Yet she has been assessed to the chaukidari tax. One Shaikh Golam 


Rahman of the same village lives by begging and does not possess a hut to 


shelter himself; still this man, too, has been assessed to the tax. Is it not cruel 
to levy tax from such people by the sale of all their poor belongings? 


9. The Bangavasi of the 14th November understands that the Inspector- 


House odati f General of Police, Bengal, has ordered the erection 
nome scoommodation for of sheds in village police-stations for the shelter 


of chaukidars who h to d dance 
there. So far so good. But it is oo on oe 


s certainly unjust that the poor chaukidars 
should be made to pay for the erection of these sheds at this time of famine 
and scarcity, when rice is selling at Rs. 5 per maund. All public officers from 
the Viceroy to the Police tga Tee gp are provided with house accommodation 


at the public cost. Why should the for 
their house sesetanediiilie ? Isit por aes te eae Pay ES 


now too late for the Li . or to 
override the Inspector-General's order ? € the Lioutensnt-Govers 
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10. A Gauhati correspondent of the Sanjwant of the 14th November 
| complains of ill-treatment of the native post-master 
Ill-treatment of a native post- of that place, Babu Bipin Bihari Palit, y Captain 
master by & Huropesn. Pottinger of the 44th Regiment. The Captain was a 
passenger on board the mail steamer bound for Dibrugar. The steamer stopped 
at night at Gauhati. Late at night the Captain sent his peon to the post office 
for postage stamps. ‘The post-master refused to sell postage stamps at night as 
it was against the postal rules and also declined to see the Captain on board the 
steamer when required to do so. Upon this the Captain went to the post office 
and thrashed the post-master. The following day, early in the morning, the 
latter lodged a complaint with the police and the Deputy Commissioner, and 
was told to come to court at 12 o'clock ahd state his case, Meanwhile, the 
Agent of the steamer and the Postal Superintendent represented to the Deputy 
Commissioner that the steamer was carrying the mail and could not wait, 
and that the post-master should, therefore, at once go to it. The Deputy Com- 
missioner ordered the post-master to go to the steamer at once wal come to 
court after his work was over. The Deputy Commissioner well knows that the 
post-master’s work is endless, and even if he gets leave to come to Gauhati, it is 
not likely that the offending Captain will be compelled to put in his appearance 
at court. The Deputy Commissioner, was done by one of his predecessors 
long ago, might have himself gone to the steamer and held a local inquiry there. 
It is strange that a post-master was assaulted in his office and yet the postal 
authorities remain quite indifferent. 
11. The Som Prakash of the 16th November requests the District 
: . Magistrate of Nadia and the Subdivisional Officer of 
gambling at the Santipur Zédsh- Ranaghat to see that no licenses are granted this 
year to men who start gambling stalls at the Rédsh- 


melé of Santipur. The keepers of these stalls for about ten days cheat the 
pilgrims of their money. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


12. Referring to the persistent demand for separating executive and 


7 judicial functions, the Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 
Pap: er bar separation of 11th November says that whilst no one wishes to 
‘ions. Sti StS”«CéS «the Magistrates deprived of their prestige, the 
civilised world does not approve of a system under 
which the Magistrates are made to appear to the people as incarnations of the 
Almighty. The fear that the proposed change will diminish the prestige of the 
Magistrates is totally groundless. Magistrates will remain, as now, heads of 
the jail, the police, the public works, the sanitation and the education of the 
districts. ‘They will only lose the power of disposing of the few criminal 
cases that they now decide; and will that be after all a very great loss of 
prestige? The late Mr. Monmohan Ghose almost proved it to demonstration 
that miscarriage of justice invariably took place in cases which were decided 
by District Magistrates. He has given a few instances, but cases like those he 
has quoted in his book certainly happen every day. 


(d)— Education. 


13. The Sanjivani of the 14th November has the following :— 

The reorganization of the Education Department 

The reorganization of the Edu- j]] soon come into force. By virtue of the new 
oe eer arrangement the Indians will be debarred from the 
higher grades of the Educational Service. The Indian is fit for the High Court 
bench and the Commissionership of a Division. He can become a District Judge 
or a District Magistrate, but he is regarded as unfit for the higher grades of the 
Educational Service! Could there be anything more unjust than this? The 
Educational Service is henceforth to be divided into two branches, viz., the 
Indian Educational Service and the Provincial Educational Service. No Indian 
will have the right to enter the Indian Educational Service, yet it will be called 
“Indian.” Could there be anything more absurd and anomalous? But why, 
we ask, should the Indians be not admitted to the higher grades of the Educa- 
tional Service? Are they more and more going down in point of education ? 


SANJIVANI, 
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Is it not a fact that both in this country and in England Indians are gaining 
academical distinction ? Why should they then be deprived of a right which they 
have so long been enjoying? Babus Peari Charan Sircar, Mahes Chandra 
Bannerji, Bhudey Mukharji, Prasanna Kumar Sarvadhikari, Brahmamohan 
Mallik and Radhika Prasanna Mukharji and Pandit Mahes Chandra Nyayaratna 
were all educated in India, but they were appointed to high grade posts in the 
Education Department. Indians educated in Europe have also been appointed 
to high posts. Foremost among them are Dr. P. K. Ray, Dr. J. O. Bose, 
Mr. Percival and Mr. P. Mukharji. But those days are gone, and under the 
new system no Indian, however ag may be his acquirements, will have an 
chance of entering the higher grades of the Educational Service. But third- 
class men of the stamp of Messrs. Tait and Peake will be at once placed in the 
higher grade. Is this justice? Is this impartiality? Mr. D. N. Mallik is a 
Wrangler and a B. Sc. of the London University. There are few mathemati- 
cians like him in the whole Education Department. He is now serving in the 
lower grade of the Educational Service and drawing a pay of only Rs. 250 a 
month, while Messrs. Peake and Tait, far inferior to him in point of education, 
are serving in the higher grade. Dr. P. C. Ray is a chemist of superior merit. 
He has made new discoveries in Chemistry and is held in great esteem by the 
scientists of the world. But he will never have the chance of entering the 
higher grade of the service. Mr. J. N. Das Gupta’s literary acquirements are 
great, and there are few among the professors of English in this country who 
know English like Mr. M. Ghose. But these two gentlemen must serve in the 
lower grade because they are natives! The injustice of the new system does 
not end here. Mr. Billing passed the M.A. examination of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity after being plucked thrice. He has been placed in the higher grade of the 
service, while Babu Sasibhusan Dutt, Babu Nilkantha Mazumdar and Babu Bipin 
Bihari Gupta must not aspire for posts in that grade. Again, Mr. Percival, 
than whom there is not a more learned professor of English even in the Presi- 
dency College, and Dr. J..C. Bose, the great scientist, are drawing as their pay 
two-thirds of the pay of European professors in the same grade. Under the 
new system they will be practically debarred from the higher grades of the 
service. They have been placed in the higher grade, but they will draw a pay 
not exceeding Rs. 500, while Mr. Wilson and others who entered the service 
only the other day have been placed in the higher grade and will draw a pay 
of Rs. 1,000 a month. The black, conquered and contemptible Indian is not 
fit for the higher grades of the Educational Service! How has the Government 
ventured to make this hateful distinction? If the Indians have not lost their 
vitality let them protest in one voice against this unjust measure. Let them 
shake India and England with their agitation. 
14, A correspondent of the same paper complains of the practice of 
Sn Eee : teaching physical science without apparatus in the 
cha yict! science in the middle middle schools. This practice is calculated to 
burden the memory of the students without in- 
forming it. ‘These schools should be supplied with cheap scientific apparatus. 
15. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 14th November is glad to find that 


Dr. Martin as Dj ¢ Pali Dr. Martin, than whom there is not an abler and 
Instencte se Diector of Public more experienced officer in the Education Depart- 


, — ment, has been permanently appointed Director of 
Public Instruction in Bengal in the place of Sir Alfred Croft. 


16. ‘The same paper cannot say that Muhammadan education made any 


pee Seeaioery age) ener a remarkable progress under Sir Alfred Croft. Sir 
Sir Alfred Croft, SC Alfred’s neglect to appoint Muhammadan Inspecting 


- officers in larger numbers was the sole cause of the 
backward condition of that education during his administration of the depart- 
ment. Lately some Deputy Inspectorships were filled up; but not a single post 
was given to a Musalman, though there were some competent Musalmans among 
ee candidates. Dr, Martin’s circular has, however, convinced the writer that 
- a ep am education will make very great progress under him, The 

ammadans will be very glad indeed to see him act up to the circular. He 


should take particular care to appoint : 
tors. The post of Additional bs a larger number of Muhammadan Inspec 


should be given to a seal mg snspector, Dacca, which has fallen vacan’ 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Munvetpal Administration. 


17. A correspondent of the Sansodhini of the 2nd. October complains that 
Agrievance of the Buddhists of the claim of the Buddhist residents has been ignored 
-Raojan in the Chittagong district. in electing Honorary Magistrates for Raojan in the 
Chittagong district. ~ | 
18. A correspondent of the Charu Mthir of the 9th November cannot say 
what it is that makes Dr. Calvert and some other 
The Officiating District Engineer members of the Mymensingh District Board look 
stip cherarar tes upon Babu Nibaran Chandra De, Officiating District 
Engineer of Mymensingh, as an able and efficient officer. If the making out of 
heavy travelling allowance bills be the only test of an Engineer’s efficiency, 
then Babu Nibaran Chandra is certainly a most efficient officer. No other 
Engineer, Native or European, who served before him under the District Board, 
drew such large sums as travelling allowances as he has done. During the 
Vice-Chairmanship of Babu Isan Chandra Chakravarti, the then District 
Engineer, Haramba Babu, had to submit an explanation every time his travellin 
allowance bill exceeded a certain limit. But Nibaran Babu has never been calle 
upon to give any such explanation. The following instance will show how he 
manages to get up heavy bills of travelling allowance:—At the commencement of 
the present year a proposal was made to clear the jungle, extending over about 
30 miles, along the banks of the Banar and Sota rivers, and an estimate for Rs, 480 
was drawn up. The work was made over to a contractor, but the latter on going 
to the spot refused to do it unless the cost was raised to Rs. 60 per mile. The 
Engineer told him to undertake the work, and assured him that he would settle 
the question of cost after inspection. The work was commenced in the month of 
March, and in the course of the same month the District Engineer went to the 
place on inspection. The contractor had not burnt up the jungle he had cut 
down in order to give the Engineer an idea of the labour required to clear the 
jungle, and thus make the question of cost easier of solution, But the District 
Engineer was angry on seeing the jungle heaped up, and refused to inspect 
the work and settle the question of cost till the trees, &c., cut down had been 
burnt. He again visited the place in June, but did not hold an inspection, 
nor settle the question of cost, saying that he would come back again in August 
when the work would be inspected and the question of cost settled. Thus 
a work which could have been finished in one visit took the present Engineer 
three visits to do it, furnishing justification for a heavy travelling allowance 
pill. In fact, neither the people of Mymensingh nor the Board’s employés are 
satisfied with the Officiating District Engineer. Under the circumstances, the 
Board should consider well before appointing Nibaran Babu permanently to the 
ost, especially when able and efficient men like Rakhal Babu, a retired 
ar Engineer, and Babu Jagadis Chandra Rai, District Engineer of 
Ranchi, are candidates for it. 


19. The Vikrampur of the 12th November foresees a water-scarcity in 
_,  Vikrampur in the Dacca district, and appeais to 
Vikteoras nded waver-scaroy," the villagers and the Munshiganj Local Board to 
take timely measures to avert the disaster. The 
Local Board has wasted the tax-payers’ money by purchasing some water- 
pumps which are now found unserviceable. It is hoped that it will be more 
careful in spending the charitable donations of Rs. 3,000 and Rs. 5,000 given 
by Mr. Justice Chandra Madhab Ghose and Babu J anaki Nath Rai Chaudhuri, 
respectively. It was expected that the rich people of Vikrampur, one and all, 
would come forward to remove scarcity of water in their pargana, If the 
Srinagar Babus, the Bhojeswar Pal Babus, Babu Basanta Kumar of Bajrajogini, 
Babu Kaliprasanna Ghosh of Bharakar, Babu Lakshmi Kanta Chakravarti of 
Bidgaon and the other leading men of the pargana each excavated a good tank 
in his own village for public use, Vikrampur would be greatly benefited by their 
charity. 
20. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 13th November complains of 
scarcity of water in the Hooghly, Haripal and 
Scarcity of water in certain J)hanekhali thanas on account of the drying up of 
Sen ey the tanks, and requests Government and the Hooghly 


District Board to grant permission to the villagers living within those thanas 
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to procure water for themselves by constructing a dam across the Kana nadj 
either at Palasi or Sultanpur. | 
91. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 14th November hopes that Mr,. Wheeler, 
re District ce agen of og " will see that a 
The vacant Sub-Overseership Myhammadan is appointed to the vacant post of 
ee andar the District Board, On fortes 
occasions the claims of Muhammadan candidates were overlooked in consequence 
of the Hindu members’ partiality for Hinduapplicants. Munshi Abed Ali was ¢ 
candidate on the last occasion that the post fell vacant, and he is also a 
candidate now. It is hoped that the post will be given to him. He passed 
the final examination of the Bihar Industrial School and holds a sub-overseer’s 
certificate from the Sibpur Engineering College. ie 
22. A correspondent of the Sulabh Dainik of the 18th November complains 
of the inconvenience suffered by people who have 
to resort to the Taki ferry in the 24-Parganas 
district. The road to the ferry ghat is very bad, and great delay in caused in 
ferrying by the ferry boat-men. Many, therefore, cross the river by private 
boats, but they are, nevertheless, forced to pay the ferry fare. 


A ferry complaint. 


(g)—Railways and communications, inciuding canals and trrigation. 


23. The Charu Mihir of the 9th November complains of the conduct of 
guard Amy on the Dacca-Mymensingh Railway, who 
used to open the doors of female compartments 
and peep into the carriages during the late Durga Puja holidays, when a large 
number of native gentlemen were travelling on that line with their families, 
On the 10th October last he conducted himself in the above manner, and if 
he had not desisted on remonstrance by the male relatives of the female 
passengers, the consequence would have been very serious. 
24. <A correspondent of the Aitavadi of the 13th November complains 
of the absence of any arrangement for the supply 
neva’ of drinking water on the of drinking water on the Kastern Bengal State 
astern Bengal State Kailway. ‘ is 
Railway. The correspondent’s infant daughter. got 
thirsty at the Kushtia station, but he could not procure water at any station, 
and it was only when the train had reached Goalundo that he could allay the in- 
fant’s burning thirst by fetching water from the Padma. Why should not 
Government adopt, on this railway, arrangements for the comfort of passengers, 
which obtain on the East Indian Railway? 
20. A correspondent of the Chinsura Vartavaha of the 15th November 
nO ae i. a complains of the highhandedness of a ticket-collec- 
tickercollector.  ._~—stor at’ the Sheorapuli station on the East Indian 
Railway. One Babu ‘Sakshi Gopal Dutt of 
Hooghly, an employé in the National Bank and a daily passenger, took train 
for Tarkeswar on the 2nd November last. He had his monthly ticket, and 
paid for an excess journey pass for a journey from Sheorapuli to T'arkeswar and 
back. The booking clerk of Hooghly, by mistake, wrote on the pass “from 
Hooghly to Howrah and back.” Sakshi Gopal Babu, who was not aware of 
the mistake, produced both his passes at the Sheorapuli station, whereupon 
the ticket-coilector on duty charged him with making a double journey, and 
hauled him before an Honorary Magistrate of Serampur, who, in the absence 


of sufficient evidence, acquitted the accused. The highhanded ticket-collector 
should be brought to his senses. 


Misconduct of a railway guard. 


(h) — General. 


26. A correspondent of the Samay of the 18th November complains of the 
sian: te te tie hard lot of the apprentices in the Military Accounts 
Accounts Department, Department. These apprentices are admitted into 
; the office after passing a departmental examination, 

and, according to the standing rules, they are to be appointed to substantive posts 
on vacancies occurring in the office. Vacancies do not occur frequently, and 
2 the ordinary course of affairs no apprentice can expect.to secure a substan- 
~~ ~~ in less than two or three years, even if the standing rules are strictly 
ovowed. But these rules are honoured more in the breach than in the 
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observance. Whenever vacancies occur outsiders are appointed in utter disregard. 
of the claims of the hard-working apprentices. Some time ago, four vacancies. 
occurred in the office—two in the Pay, one in the Commissariat and one in the 
Clothing Branch. All these vacancies were filled by outsiders in the good 
grace of office authorities. A short time ago, two vacancies occurred—one 
in the Commissariat and the other in the Pay Branch. The vacancy in the 
Pay Branch took place in this wise:—Tarapada Basu, a clerk drawing a 
monthly pay of sixty rupees, was dismissed on a frivolous ground. A copyist 
was promoted to the vacant post, and a Eurasian apprentice, who had no 
experience of this department, was appointed to his post, in disregard of the 
claims of the apprentices serving in the same department. ‘Thus, the standing 
rules regarding the appointment of apprentices are being violated with 
im — Mr. Anderson, the late Pay Examiner, enforced the rules and strictly 
enjoined the Comptroller to ensure their strict observance. But snow that 
he is gone, the poor apprentices must go to the wall. In the Bengal Secretariat 
an apprentice has to submit a health certificate before he is taken on. But such 
is not the custom in the Military Accounts Department, where many apprentices 
are disqualified on medical examination for Government service after hard labour 
of - or three years, when substantive appointments are almost within their 
reach. 
27. The Sanjtvani of the 14th Noveniber complains that Europeans are in 
Bhovting i: Beladsben. the habit of shooting deer and peacocks in Brinda- 
ban in spite of standing orders prohibiting shooting 
in that place. Brindaban is a place sacred to Vaishnavas, and in their eye des- 
truction of life issinful. The authorities should take speedy steps to put down 
the objectionable practice complained of, which is calculated to offend the 
religious susceptibilities of a large section of the Indian people. 
28. From the Bengal Government’s Resolution, observes the Bangavasi of 
| : aS the 14th November on the triennial report on the 
— dispensaries in Ben- dn, inistration of charitable dispensaries in Bengal, 
it is clear that the number of indoor and outdoor 
patients is increasing. But the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals observes 
that the number of patients is not sufficiently large on account of the Assistant 
Surgeons not being mindful of their duty. The Assistant Surgeons draw a pa 
of only Rs. 200 a month. They work night and day, but they cannot still 
satisfy their masters. The Lieutenant-Governor observes that it lies with the 
Inspector-General to remedy the evil he complains of. The fact is that the un- 
popularity of the charitable dispensaries is due to no fault of the Assistant Sur- 
geons. ‘The Bengalisare naturally averse to going to hospitals and dispensaries, 
and a large number of the sick are generally treated gratis by indepen- 
dent private practitioners of all ranks and classes. But the authorities are 
generally in the habit of falling foul of their native subordinates in anything 
and everything, and seem to take pleasure in this pastime. It appears from the 
Resolution that the Government spent only seventy-one thousand rupees for the 
treatment of patients in malaria-stricken Bengal, where people are constitu- 
tionally disease-ridden. Bengal, however, is the richest province in India, 
and pays the largest portion of revenue to the public exchequer. 
29. The following is a summary of an article published in the Daintt-o- 
Sir Charles Elliott on the ques. Samachar Chandrika of the 17th November criticis- 
tion of the separation of the Tedi- ing Sir Charles Elliott’s article in the Astatic 
cial and executivefunctions. = © Qyarterly Review on the question of the separation 
of the judicial and executive functions in India :— See oe 
Sir Charles Elliott’s chief argument in favour of the existing system is 
that it tallies exactly with the eastern idea of sovereignty, according to which 
‘all functions of Government must as a rule be centred in one and only one indi- 
vidual whose power should, in all questions, be undisputed and absolute. The 
efficiency of British administration in India is due to the existing system—a sys- 
tem which has been developed and consolidated by administrators like Sir George 
Campbell and Sir John Strachey. The Indian masses can have possibly no 
objection to the existing system, and it is only men like Mr. Monmohun Ghose 
and his friends in the Congress who are opposed to it. | 
In the above argument Sir Charles Elliott betrays lamentable ignorance 
of the Indian system of jurisprudence. The Hindu law-makers | istinctly 


SANJIVANY, 
Nov. i4th, 1846. 


BaNGAVAS, 
Nov. 14th, 1896, 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov. 17th, 1896, 


( 1084 ) 


discountenance the fusion of judicial and executive functions. During the Hindu 
rule justice was administered not by the King but the Pradvwak or the Judge 
with an odd number of savasads or jurors, The jurors were all independent of 
the Judge, and the latter was obliged to accept the decision of the former. The 
jury system was in force in civil as well as in criminal cases. The adminis- 
tration of justice was made independent of all other branches of the administra. 
tion. Inthe Hindu law the power of the King was no doubt made supreme, 
but the power of the King’s olheere was limited and circumscribed. ‘I'he se 

tion of the judicial and executive functions was scrupulously maintained. 
During the Musalman period also this separation was kept up. The kazs 
who administered justice had no connection with any other branch of the 
administration, and was an independent functionary. The kazi and the kotwal 
were independent of each other. In Musalmans times again as in the Hindu, 
the palli samaj or the panchayat had large judicial powers. In fact, the fune- 
tion of the administration of justice was an independent function before the 
advent of the English. It was Warren Hastings who first fused the two func- 
tions. Sir Charles Elliott could have known all this if he had taken the trouble to 
consult Torrens and other European writers on Indian History and jurisprudence, 
So much for Sir Charles Elliott’s ignorance of Hindu jurisprudence, As 
for the authority of Sir George Campbell and Sir John Strachey, no authority, 
however weighty, can justify a wrong and pernicious system. The existin 
System is an evil and a great anomaly, and it cannot be a blessing to the people, 
simply because it is supported by this or that Anglo-Indian officer of eminence, 
The opinions of Sir George Campbell and Sir John Strachey are as much open 
to objection as those of their disciple, Sir Charles Elliott. 


Sir Charles Elliott himself admits that the District Magistrate does very 
little judicial work. It is more than enough if he tries twelve cases in a year. 
Still the late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal says that everything will go wrong 
if the Magistrate is not at the head of the administration of justice. He must 
try leading cases, guide, train and control the Subordinate Magistrates. He 
must initiate them into the mysteries of the administration of justice and into 
the routine of judicial work. There must be European Magistrates to try 
British-born subjects, and this, in the opinion of Sir Charles, is another reason 
why the judicial and executive functions should not be separated. Native 
Magistrates should not, in his cpinion, be also entrusted with the trial of politi- 
cal cases, as they are in such cases most likely to show partiality. 


Sir Charles Elliott’s arguments are ridiculous in the extreme. The separa- 
tion of the executive and judicial functions does not mean the dismissal of 
European judicial officers. There will be European Judges to try European 
accused even when the two functious will be separated. But why should not 
native Magistrates be entrusted with the trial of political cases? If they 
are likely to show bias and partiality, European Magistrates are likely to 
show them as well. True to his nature, Sir Charles finds fault with the 
natives and praises the Anglo-Indians. It is useless to argue with a man of 
such narrowness and obstinacy. Sir Charles Elliott himself confesses that the 
District Magistrates exercise great power and influence over the Subordinate 
Magistrates ; the latter are, so to speak, under the tutelage of the former. And 
yet he argues that this subserviency of the Subordinate Magistrates does not 
impair the administration of justice! If this does not and cannot impair the 
administration of justice, what can? It is true that the Subordinate Magistrates 
are all raw and inexperienced. But all of them are not entrusted with judicial 
work. Those that are will, under the reformed system, be placed under the 
salutary control of the District and Assistant Judges. In the executive 
department the subordinate executive officers will be under the guidence of 
their executive heads. It is not proposed to abolish the system of control, 
check and inspection, All that is proposed todo is to make the judicial 
and the executive branches of the service independent of each other—to abolish 


the existing system, by virtue of which the District Mao; trate, who is at the 
head of the police, is also at the head of the sdtnlsistrasion’ ot justice. 


Perhaps Sir Charles Elliott himself discovers the un ili 
dia tenability of his 
position when he argues that the District Judge has little leisure af is not 


also fit for inspection work, This is not at all a correct statement. The 
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District Judge has very few civil sults to dispose of and the sessions are held 
only periodically. He has ample leisure at his command, and he may be 
relieved, if necessary, by Additional, Assistant or Deputy Judges. The 
principle of separation once accepted, the details of the redistribution of officers 
can be easily settled. Sir Charles Elliott's partiality for District Magistrates is 
notorious and his detraction of the District Judge will appear to be odious to 
impartial observers. 


Sir Charles Elliott’s attempt to justify the twenty cases which were cited 
by Mr. Ghose as illustrating how miscarriage of justice results from the 
existing system is, to say the least of it, a sad failure. He betrays lamentable 
want of reasoning, analysis, impartiality and calmness—qualities which 
eminently characterised Mr. Ghose’s paper. Moreover, all the cases of mis- 
carriage of justice took place during the rule of Sir Charles Elliott. In his 
attempt to justify them, Sir Charles only tries to justify himself. But his 
special pleading for himself is not successful. | 


30. The same paper observes that, in his triennial report on the adminis- 
: ; _ tration of charitable dispensaries in Bengal, 
Charitable dispensaries =m the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals remarks 
Bengal. ; P . ie 
that the number of indoor and outdoor patients in 
these dispensaries isin Bengal comparatively smaller than itis in any other 
province, This unpopularity of charitable dispensaries in Bengal he ascribes 
to the growing number of medical practitioners called by him ‘‘ quacks.” He 
also looks upon the Calcutta Medical School as an institution which is breeding 
quacks and should be better done away with. Sir Charles Elliott was a 
patron of the institution, and boys are traimed in it on the same lines us are 
followed in the Campbell Medical School. The unpopularity of the charitable 
dispensaries in Bengal is due to the negligence and indifference of the doctor 
Babus in charge of them and their discourteous treatment of the patients. Itis 
also due to the bad medicines and surgical instruments which are used in these 


dispensaries. The growing popularity of the homeopathic treatment is also at 
the root of their unpopularity. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKEA, 


Nov. 17th, 1896. 


31. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 18th November observes that Dainix-o-SAMacHaR 


: in the charitable dispensaries in Bengal, homao- 
—" dispensaries in pathy should be adopted in the treatment of cholera 

patients. The Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals 
says that even in private charitable dispensaries Government nominees should 
be appointed as doctors. This will not be the mght thing to do. There are 
men who do not possess degrees in medicine, but are as medical practitioners 
better qualified than many diploma holders. There isno harm in appointing 
these men to private dispensaries. The authorities of private dispensaries 
should have some independence. 


IlI.— LEGISLATIVE. 


32. The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerji, observes the Daintk-o. 
Samachar Chandrika of the 19th November, is trying 

The agitation against the reli- his best to change the present system of the 
iia aciacaiaies management of Hindu religious endowments. But 
the Viceroy is opposed to any change, and hence the Babus are moving heaven 
and earth to induce His Excellency to lend them a favourable hearing. The 
wonder is that they are appealing in the name of the Hindus, as if all Hindus 
are Babu Hindus—as if none but the educated and agitating Babus are Hindus, 
The Hindu religious endowments have nothing to do with the Babus and the 
Babus have nothing to do with them. It is therefore quite impertinent on the 
art of the Babus to interfere with the management of religious endowments. 
t is too much to criticise a Bill brought forward by them propowng to change 
the existing system of religious endowments, If the Babus have their way 
Hindu society will be in danger, and gods and goddesses will be banished from 
the country. With the endowment money the Babus will carry out all their 
fads and even hold Congress meetings. Would to God that the Babus may 


not succeed. 


DRIKA, 
Nov, 18th, 1896. 


DAINI«x-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov. 19th, 1896. 
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HITAIsHt, 


Nov. 11th, 1896. 


SAHACHAR, 
Nov. llth, 1896. 
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IV.—NATIVE STATES. 


35. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 16th November says that the Resident 

of the Radhanpur State in Bomhay has become 

Treatment of s dowager Rani Gppressive to the dowager Rani. The Resident 

*y eves declined to grant a pension to the Rani and 

confiscated certain landed property which the late Raja had given her. The 

Resident also demanded of her all the rents which she had collected from her 
tenants during the preceding eleven years. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


34. The Hublul Mateen of the 9th November says that the present famine 
affords Lord Elgin a good opportunity of earning 
a name for himself as the ablest Viceroy that India 
has ever possessed. Such a total failure of og as has occurred this year 
throughout the country was never known in the history of India in the pre 
sent century. And the scale on which Lord — is making preparations 
against the present distress will convince every body that he is the fittest ruler 
for these critical times. His Excellency has ordered the postponement of the 
realization of land revenue in certain places, and is making arrangements to 
open relief works and import food-grain from foreign countries. 
35. The Murshidabad Hitaish of the 11th November says that it did not 
' look well on the part of Government to ask the 
pe covernment's duty in the dis zamindars and rajas to come forward in aid of 
famine relief without first making to them some 
concession in the matter of the payment of land revenue. Government evi- 
dently never thinks about the precarious condition of the landholding classes. 
In a year of scarcity like the present, the zamindars will be able to collect no 
rents from their raiyats. How, then, can they think about relieving distress 


The Government in the distress. 


when they will hardly have the means of saving their zamindaris from being 


put up to sale for arrears of revenue? Government will never consent to remit 
any part of its revenue. But it can postpone the dates of payment till the 
raiyats and the zamindars are in a better plight. Even this will be received as 
a great boon. 

The prospect before the country is gloomy in the extreme, and it behoves 
Government to act with the utmost calmness. 

36. The Sahuchar of the 11th November writes as follows :— 


} : , The month of Kurth is past, but not a drop 
oo eTnment’s duty inthe dis- of autumn rain has fallen yet. ‘lhe radi crop has 


&ec. The 


Ir 


g to spare 


| of wheat is being imported from 
California, but there is no hope that California will be able re es enough 


| ied 


situation. The fact is, that the bad harvests of the last two years, during ’ 


which export of grain, however, went on as usual, followed by the present 
year’s total failure of crops, have left the country absolutely destitute of food- 
stock. What is left will last but for a few months. 

It is necessary that Government should first of all start a secret enquiry 
through the agency of arr iad officials as to the quantity of food-grains 
in stock in the country. If it finds that the present high prices are due to the 
tricks of the dunnias, it should punish them. But if it finds that there is 
really no considerable food-stock in the country, it should immediately take 
steps to import grain from foreign countries, and store it up for use. The 
rich people, too, should come forward to relieve the distress. And the Congress 
which is soon to meet should make the distress its first subject of discussion. 
The people of the whole country should unite in submitting a memorial to 
Government asking it to stop export of food-grains. Lord Elgin should, in the 
course of his tour, make it a point to enquire about food stocks in places he 
visits. Fortunately for the people, the Viceroy is fully alive to the situation. 
The kind-hearted and sympathetic Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal and the 
North-Western Provinces are also to be heartily thanked for their benevolent 
efforts to save life and relieve distress. 


37. The Vikrampur of the 12th November says that whatever steps 


Government may take for the relief of distress, its 
efforts will not be completely successful so long as 
the export of food-grains is not stopped. The 
export trade in grain should be stopped, at least, for some time. In Bengal, 
besides taking other relief measures, Government should at once try to sow 
lands which are lying uncultivated with crops which may yield some sort of 
food to the people. China, for instance, can be grown abundantly and, when 
rice cannot be had, may serve as food to the people, There is a saying in 
Bengali that “‘ China is the people’s food in famine.” Attempts should also 
be made to sow wheat, barley and potatoes. But the peasants of Bengal, 
conservative as they are to their backbone, cannot be easily induced to take 
to these new ways. Government should lend to each zamindar a number of 
officers according to the extent of his zamindari, and these officers, after ascver- 
taining the quantities of land which are lying uncultivated, should by every 
means induce the cultivators to sow crops which may suit the soil and 
yield some kind of food. Seeds should be advanced where they are wanted. 
It is true a little money will be required for the carrying out of the project. 
But if Government advances it, the investment wiil be amply repaid. The 
experiment, moreover, will have a very good effect upon the ignorant and 
conservative Bengal cultivators, as it will teach them how to use their lands 
and make some provision for themselves when the rice crop fails. 

88. The Mitavadi of the 13th November publishes the following reports 

fe : of scarcity at the places mentioned below :— 

Scarcity in the province. Dakshinrampur, Sitapur, thana Amita, Howrah 
district.—Coarse rice selling at 8 or 9 seers per rupee. Even so much, it seems, 
will not be had for a rupee afterwards. All provisions are getting dearer day 
by day. Without the kind help of the Lieutenant-Governor the people here 
will die of starvation. 

Malda.—Rice is becoming dearer every day. A week ago it sold at 9 or 
10 seers per rupee. It is now selling at 7 or 8 seers perrupee. Barley, wheat, 
oram al other grains are also very dear. Poor people have begun to live 
upon arum, sayina leaves and such like food, A few days ago 10 or 12 Sonthal 
residents of the Malda thana became too weak to do any work by living upon 
such food for seven or eight days, and they saved their lives by going to Old 
Malda where tlieir adhiar supplied them with paddy. Who shall say whatis the 
state of things in the interior? : 
Raliganj, Satkhira subdivision, Khulna district.—A total want of provi- 
sions in these parts. Rice, which formerly sold at Re. 1} per maund, is now 
selling at Rs, 4 per maund. Wages have fallen from 5 annas to 2 annas. ‘The 
price of milk has gone down from 3 annas to 3 pice per seer. Government has 
not attended to repeated prayers for relief. a | 
Arjunpur, Samsergany thana, Murshidabad district. —Famine has made its 
appearance in the Samsergan} thana. It is grinning fiercely in 40 or 50 
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i os 


VIKRAMPUR, 
Nov, 12th, 1896, 


HITAVADI, 
Nov, 18th, 1896, 


eT he eae ee PRT eta tre ; E ; z oe 
. “ets aT gar ee, his ets Lao Pain dat a eS ae a an SS... “eA 
sit . afia naif a tt “~ 2, ~ = ia . . ° © aes es ay Pay te fn : 


w ad Dade. 


oe OR ee 
. a 


* 
a we ee . - —_ 


HITAVADI, 
Noy. 18th, 1896, 


HITAVADI. 


PRaTIKAR, 


Nov. 13th, 1896. 


PRATIKAR. 


( 1088 ) 


villages. People in general cannot get two meals in a day. Many are gettin 
a meal at intervals of one or two days, and that not sufficient for the whole 
family. Labourers are wailing for rice. Work is not to be had. Added to 
this scarcity of food there is scarcity of water. People have to fetch water 
from a mile’s distance. ne is deafened by the wailings of children. Crops 
are almost destroyed. Coarse aus paddy is selling for Rs. 2 per maund. Rice 
and wheat are selling at 12 seers and black kalat at 18 seers per rupee. Will 
Government take no steps to relieve the distress ? 

Bojarpur, Bongong, Jessore.—The autumn crops wholly destroyed on 
account of drought. The radi crop also will prove a failure. Coarse rice 
selling at Rs. 4-12 per maund. The sufferings of the middle and labourin 
classes defy all description. Locusts have made their appearance. It is said 
that Messrs. Burn and Company propose to construct a steam tramway from 
Krishnaganj to Jhenida. ‘This is the time to undertake the work, for labour 
will be had cheap and many poor starving people will be fed. 

Basirhat.—Wails are already being heard in the Basirhat subdivision, 
No one can gaze on the fields without shedding tears. How are those who are 
now living upon arum and such like food to live a little later on when arum 
too will not be had? The prospect of the rabi crop is hopeless. In addition 
to scarcity of food, scarcity of water also isto be apprehended. This is the 
time to undertake the proposed Taki and Basirhat railway. 

Bakcher, Jessore.—Not a drop of rain since Ashar. Good balam rice is 
selling at 6 rupees and 4 annas per maund, and coarse ba/am rice at 5 rupees per 
maund. Flour is selling at 13 pice per seer. Provisions are getting dearer, 
and more and more persons are suffering from scarcity. The Divisional 
Commissioner has come to these parts, but has not been able to make any relief 
arrangement. 

39. The same paper is surprised that, instead of laymg an embargo on the 
export of food-grains from this country, Govern- 
ment proposes to relieve the scarcity by importing 
wheat from abroad. An embargo upon the export 
of food-grains in seasons of scarcity is a measure the expediency of which is 
recognised all over the civilised world. Government should have laid such an 
embargo long ago. 

40. ‘The same paper writes as follows:— 

There are on one side the wails of poor, 
miserable famine-stricken people, and on the other 
the sound of noisy festivities. You hear on one side a cry of hungry people 
for food, and on the other the sound of revelry in stately edifices, on the eve of a 
tiger-hunt, the preparations for which are all complete. On one side the flicker- 
ing lamp of life in hundreds of starving people is about to expire, while on the 
other, fireworks are rising in atown all ablaze with a garland of festive 
lamps. The people of the country are wailing while the representative of the 
sovereign—he who is the arbiter of the destinies of thousands of people, and 
relying upon whom millions of people are struggling through this dire scarcity— 
is enjoying himself and, after his hill-residence, trying to catch a glimpse of the 
colossal shadow of the widespread famine in the fh of fireworks. Is this the 
way to maintain the dignity of an office of high trust? The tender-hearted 

Queen, grieved at the tidings of the people’s distress, is expressing her sorrow, 
while her representative, who can, if he pleases and but makes the effort, find out 
a way of relieving the scarcity, is looking at fireworks, and lying on a comfor- 
table bed. Is this the idea of government prevalent in the civilised world ? 
~ 41. In view of the impending famine, the Pratitar of the 13th November 
ge, Re ca re advises the GJovernment to open relief works, begin 
the construction of sanctioned railways, to grant 
taccavt to the raiyats and stop exportation of corn. 

42, A correspondent of the same paper complains of food and water 

pararcsie hbo scarcity in Arjunpur, in the Murshidabad district. 
village in the Monti a ic Lhe outturn of paddy was meagre and the existing 
trict. stock is being exported. Paddy is selling at Rs. 2 
per kuncht maund (1 seer = 58% tola), salas at 


Rs. 2 per maund, wheat at 12 seers he 
is not always available. S per rupee and rice at 13 seers. But ne 


An embargo upon export of 
food-grains. 


The Viceroy in the scarcity. 
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43. The Bangavasi of the 14th November complains that the wages paid 

to labourers working on relief works in the Parihar 
Relief work in Darbhanga. = pargana of the Darbhanga district are very low. 
A labourer cannot be expected to ge his yo fins the pittance that he is 
paid. This is the reason why people are not flocking to the relief works as 
they should have done. People choose to starve at home rather than work 
for a pittance with which they cannot feed their families. ‘The paucity of 
labourers on the Parihar relief works should not lead the authorities to suppose 
that there is no scarcity in and about that locality. 

44, The same paper has the following :— 

In the famines of 1867 and 1874 the Govern- 
ment purchased corn on its own account, but this 
year it has persistently declined to adopt that policy, on the ground, perhaps, 
that on previous occasions it had to sell off a large surplus of corn at very low 
prices after the famines were over. The Government, therefore, is resolved not 
to interfere with the usual course of trade, leaving the supply and distribution 
of food-grains to private enterprise. But even if the Government declines to 
purchase corn, it should at least keep itself thoroughly informed of the state of 
the corn market and ascertain whether there is a sufficient quantity of grain in 
stock, and if so, whether it is being equally distributed in the famine-stricken 
districts. Itisapity that this is not being done at present and no attempt is 
being made to ensure an equitable supply of food-grains in the country. It is 
not rare to find that grain 1s being exported even from a place where scarcity 
prevails and prices of corn are high—where people cannot even get corn 
either for love or money. If an attempt were made to ascertain the quantity 
of grain in stock in the market it would not be difficult to determine how long 
it is likely to last the country. But at present we are quite in the dark. The 
mahajans, we see, are buying up all available corn and storing it up with a view 
to sell it off in future at enhanced prices, This is certainly very bad, and it is 
highly unjust and inequitable that people should starve while the corn-dealers 
are storing up all available corn in the country. Wedo not understand the 
justice of the policy of non-interference which tolerates this anomalous state 
of things. It was to prevent these rapacious mahajans from obtaining the undis- 
puted control of the corn-market that the Government bought up corn on pre- 
vious occasions. Are the mahajans now, taking advantage of this policy of 
non-interference, going to take their vengeance on the Government ? 

There is no ignoring the prevailing — minimising the widespread 
nature of the impending calamity. Even the Secretary of State and the Queen- 
Empress admit its existence. It is, therefore, a matter of regret that the 
Viceroy should at the present moment be touring about to the disappointment 
of the distressed people, who cannot be reassured by the optimistic utterances 
made by His Excellency et Patiala and Ajmere. ‘The Viceroy’s explanation 
gives us cause for serious apprehension. His Excellency observes that he is 
not prepared to tulerate unnecessary waste of public money. The distress is 
not so alarming as it has been represented to be. Should it prove to be alarm- 
ing and assume a serious aspect, he could safely entrust his lieutenants with 
the task of coping with it. It may be impertinent to contradict the Viceroy, 
but let us state to refresh his memory that Sir Cecil Beadon’s indifference and 
holiday-making at Belvedere were responsible for the disastrous consequences 
of the Orissa famine. Lord Lytton, holding the Imperial Darbar at Delhi, 
ignored the existence of the great Madras famine and even tried to make the 
people disbelieve the existence of any distress when the gaunt spectre of famine 
had already made its appearance in Madras. We shall thank Lord Elgin if he 
can successfully cope with the present famine and save the lives of the starving 
millions. Let us only pray that he may not for a moment forget the respon- 
sibility of his position even when he is touring and holiday-making in the 
Native States. | ; 

The distress has but begun. The bhadot crop has nowhere been satisfac- 
tory, the agrahayan crop has failed, and the sowing of the rabi crop is very 
meagre and has every chance of proving a failure. Years of scarcity have 
exhausted the raiyat’s stock of food-grains, and he is now selling off his cattle 
and agricultural implements. Labourers have been thrown out of employment 
as their employers are feeling the pinch keenly and there is no demand for 


The present outlook. 
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labour. The middle classes with their small means are in great distress, 
are still patiently bearing their lot. But human patience has its limits. 
45. Correspondents of the same paper complain of famine and’ scarcit 
throughout the country. Rice is selling at eight or 
nine seers per rupee in the Raniganj subdivision 
of the Burdwan district. In the same subdivision coarse rice is selling at eight 
seers per rupee in Dakshinkhanda. Water-scarcity too prevails. The rice crop 
is withering through want of water. ‘The prospects of winter rice are hopeless 
in Bamania inthe same district. Rice is selling at 14 anchi seers per rupee 
and water-scarcity is already being keenly felt. The prospects of aman crop 
are no more hopeful in Kalna in the same district. The prospects of rabi crop 
too are not hopeful and rice is selling at five rupees per maund. Norain in 
Bholahat in the Malda district and the prospects of crops are miserable, Scar- 
city prevails in Barasat in the 24-Parganas district. ‘Ihe crops are withering 
through want of water in Damodarbati in the Bankura district. Middling rice 
is selling at Rs. 5 to Rs. 5-8 per maund in Raghunathpur in the Manbhum 
district. Water-scarcity prevails in Binatia in the Faridpur district. Rice is 
selling at Rs. 4-12 to Rs. 5 per maund. Rice is selling at seven seers per rupee 
in Raipur in the Bankura district. Many are starving. In Somra in the 
Hooghly district the rice market is rising every day. Coarse rice 1s selling at 
Rs. 4-2 per maund in Nirsa in the Manbhum district. The aman crop has been 
all but destroyed in Patkum and the suffering of the people is very great in 
Abkoda in the same district. Rice is selling at eight seers and paddy at 18 to 
20 seers per rupee. The prospects of crops are gloomy in the Jessore district. 
Rice is selling at Rs. 5-8 per maund at Narail. Food and water scarcity pre- 
vails at Madanpur. Looting of grain is taking place and grain-riot is not a rare 
occurrence. Rice is selling at eight seers per rupee in Gamaria in the Singh- 
bhum district. Looting of grain is taking place and vegetables too have become 
scarce. The prospects of the aman crop are very gloomy in Kucchikata in the 
Rajshahi district. Paddy is selling at pucka 12 or 13 seers and rice at kanchi 
10 or 11 seers per rupee. Food-grains are selling at famine prices at Nadia in 
the 24-Parganas district. Balam rice is selling at Rs. 5-12 and Rs. 6 per maund. 
The number of beggars is increasing every day. Water-scarcity pre- 
vails. Rice is selling at Rs. 4-8 per maund in Maminpur in the Nadia district. 
No rain. Famine has broken out in Kumarkhali in the same district. Rice is 
selling at 7 seers per rupee. One Golakdas fled from home in search of 
food, leaving his old father, wife and three children begging and starving at 
home. The starving old man has died. Equally miserable is the condition of 
the people in Khatura in the same district. Many have been living on one 
meal a day for the last three or four months, three or four of whom are likely 
to die from starvation if no relief comes to them soon. Scarcity prevails at 
Nalia in the Faridpur district. Rice is selling at seven seers per rupee. The 
rice crops have failed and the jute crop has not been successful. Many are 
living on one meal a day. The prospects of crops and the condition of the 
people are not hopeful in Belgachi in the Purnea district. Coarse rice is selling 
at 10 or 12 seers per rupee. There has been a 12-anna aman crop, but 
about one thousand maund of rice are being exported almost every day. 
46. Famine, observes the Sanjivani of the 14th November, 1s in Pull swing, 
but the Viceroy is touring and holiday-making in 
a as the Native States, leaving it to his ‘ lieutenants” 
to cope with it. In his Ulwar speech His Excellency assured the public that 
the distress was not so alarming as it was represented to be. The Viceroy’s 
optimism, however, does not reassure the public mind. Alarming news comes 
from the Central Provinces, where people are selling off their goods and chattel, 
and the hungry and starving with all their belongings on their back are roving 
about with the object of selling them, or, failing which, of begging for food. 
Three successive years of scarcity have driven them almost to desperation. 
The landlords too have been impoverished and are not in a position to help 
the raiyats. The number of the hungry and starving is every day increasing 
ae oer bodies of famished people are found lying on the street. Parents are 
orsaking their children and the houses of Christian Missionaries are being filled 


with them, The condition of the 
ther people of Narsingpur is truly deplorable. 
The districts of Damo and J ubbulpore are the healthtest in the yor a and 


They 
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the people there are better off than in other districts. But mortality has 
increased in these very two districts, and this rise in mortality must be ascribed 
to deaths from starvation. ‘The Chief Com missioner does not, however, seem 
to be up and doing in coping with the prevailing distress. ‘The Collector of 
Narsingpur prayed for a grant of one lakh and fifty thousand rupees, but the 
Chief Commissioner has referred him to the District Board for its surplus of 
thirty thousand rupees. Wiil the Viceroy remain satisfied with entrusting such 
“ lieutenants’? with the task of relieving the distressed people? It is perhaps 
His Excellency’s impression that all his lieutenants are able, kind-hearted and 
sympathetic rulers. But the conduct of the Chief Commissioner of the Central 
Protinees shows that that impression is not well-founded. The public are given 
to understand by the Viceroy that he will not fail to inspect the condition of 
the people with his own eyes should circumstances demand such inspection. 
Now is the time that His Excellency should tour about the country to see with 
his own eye how the people are faring. ‘The rulers of Native States are wast- 
ing money on illumination and fireworks. ‘he Viceroy will earn the gratitude 
of the people and the blessing of God if he would persuade the Native Chiefs 
to spend it in relieving the prevailing distress. 

47. A correspondent of the same paper writes that distress is increasing 
in Nagpur in the Central Provinces. Starving 
people from Gundia, Balughat, Bhandura, Jubbul- 
pore and Sini are flocking to Nagpur. Many of the middle classes are starving 
and most of them are living on one meal a day. Heartrending svenes are 
being witnessed everywhere. In Balughat a family found themselves com- 
pelled to come out of their house by hunger. The head of the family proposed 
to sell his wife to a zamindar, who, taking pity on him, offered to pay him five 
rupees and a quantity of rice, not of course in exchange for his wife. The 
man, however, accepted ag two rupees, and with them purchased opium with 
which he poisoned himself, his wife and children, and thus escaped starvation. 
In the town a boy was found eating grass. A gentleman gave him fried gram 
to eat. The hungry boy in swallowing a large quantity of it was choked 
and died. Parents are selling off their children, and many of the latter have 
been bought and baptized by the Christian Missionaries. People are living on 
roots aid grass, getting ill and dying. Scores of them, driven to desperation, 
are committing suicide. Starving, emaciated people, exposed on public roads, 
are being attacked with fever and cholera and dying in large numbers. Where 
is now Lord Lansdowne who exhausted the Famine Fund? [ir. Hume’s pro- 
phecy is going to be fulfilled. 


Grain riots have been put down in the towns, but they are taking place 
in the interior of the districts. The Deputy Commissioner of Nagpur is acting 
with remarkable tact and kindness. He is feeding many people at his own 
cost and trying his best to induce the grain merchants to reduce the prices of 
food-grains. He is raising public subscriptions with the view of opening an 
annachatra and erecting sheds for the shelter of the houseless. The Govern- 
ment has declined even to grant a loan of fifty thousand rupees for the relief 
of the famine-stricken. A peeve annachatra has been opened where about a 
thousand people are being fed every day. 


48. A correspondent of the same paper notices the prevalence of famine 

pa | in Nalhati in the Birbhum district. Coarse rice 

Popine & Seem is selling at hanchi 12 seers (one seer=58§ tolas) 

per rupee. There was an eight-anna aus crop, but rice is being largely trans- 
ported from the place, no less than 1,19,187 pucca maunds of rice having been 
taken away in ten months. The heavy drain is fast diminishing the local 
food-supply, and as there is likely to be no more than a four-anna aman crop, 
the suffering of the people will be very great. Many are starving and not a 
few are living on one mealaday. Theft and dacoity are rife, and a thief 
confessed the other day that starvation had forced him to steal. The middle 
classes have been reduced almost to starvation and are not in a position to 
relieve the distressed people. The Magistrate of Birbhum 1s engaged in rais- 
ing subscriptions for « cattle fair and has no time to look to these things, and 
he has directed the local police to inquire into a petition addressed to him by 
the local Brahmo Samaj complaining of the prevalence of famine. The police 
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authorities are satisfied that relief works should be immediately opened and 
the export of grain — stopped. During the last famine the Government, 
the Brahmo Samaj #nd other public bodies came to the rescue of the stary. 
ing people. But none has yet come to their rescue this time. The local 
police Sub-Inspector and the Deputy Magistrate of Rampur Hat made a local 
inquiry and are convinced of the prevaleuce of famine. But the Magistrate 
has come to a different conclusion though he is at a distance of forty or fift 
miles from the famine-stricken locality! He will not perhaps admit the exist. 
ence of distress even when people will die of starvation. 


49. The prospects of crops, this year, observes the Chinsura Vartarahs 
of the 15th November, are extremely gloomy. 
The crops are withering on the fields and cattle 
have been let loose on them. Even now rice is selliny at Rs. 5 per maund, and 
there isaregular scramble for rice. Grain riots are taking place, dacoity 
and theft have increased, and the number of beggars is swelling. This is but 
the beginning of the calamity and one shudders to think what is in store for 
the people. People will live on grass and rvots. Parents will forsake their 
children, husbands their wives, wives their husbands and sons their old and 
infirm parents. But there will be no escape forthem. It 1s true that the Govern. 
ment will open relief works und annachatras, but the poor middle classes will 
starve rather than work for wages or eat in the annachatras.. Special provision 
should be made for these men. ‘Tne best way to help tnem will be to advance 
money to them on the condition that it will be repaid in five years, It is a 
practice to advance ¢accavi to needy people during famine. The rules regard- 
ing the granting of ¢faccavi should be relaxed. The — famine will be 
not only a widespread but also a protracted one. No crop is to be expected 
before the next Aswin. 


50. The Dacca Prakash of the 15th November says that the relief 
ik sae measures which are being adopted by Government 
pains will save the lower classes of the people from 
starvation, but not the poor gentry. In the mufassal, the poor of the higher 
classes generally depend for their livelihood upon the income of some small 
taluk or other landed property. But as rent of land has not increased in pro- 
portion to the rise in the prices of food-grains, their circumstances have become 
straitened, and in the present distress they will simply die of starvation if no 
help is given to them. Their sense of honour and respectability will prevent 
them from going about begging, even of the Government, and it is extremely 
improbable that Government will of its own motion search out these needy 
starving men in order to give them relief. It is a natural inference, therefore, 
that the present distress will see the almost total extinction of the race of poor 
Kayasthas and Brahmans who constitute the middle class of the country. 


The relief measures for the low class people, too, will not be productive of 
much good, if their execution is entrusted to unprincipled police officers or to 
designing outsiders. In a time of scarcity like this, it will not be difficult for 
such nen to give insignificant sums as relief and take receipts for larger amounts 
from those who are helped. ‘he greater part of the money set aside for relief 
measures will, in that case, go to enrich those who are entrusted with the 
distribution of relief. The district authorities should find out honest and 
respectable villagers, and either entrust them with the work or give relief only 
to those who are certified as deserving of charity by such villagers. If this 
system is not followed, there can be no doubt that a very large number of deaths 
will take place It is almost certain that the authorities will not follow this 
system, and that a large percentage of the deaths which will take place will 
be wand as deaths from diseases. In this country it 1s exceedingly difficult 
to differentiate deaths due to starvation from deaths caused by disease. In 

scarcity, the low class people generally live on vegetable substances which 
are not man’s food; and in consequence fall ill and die. Such deaths, 
though really due to starvation, can be very easily passed off as deaths due 
to disease. The class of cases, too, in which men commit suicide to 
avoid the pang of seeing their wives and children die before them of 
ee “ not also reported as deaths due to starvation, If Government 

1e8 upon these reports, it will be able to do little for the relief of actual 


The impending famine. 


{ 1093 > 
distress. Government should cause lists to be prepared containing the name of 
each villager and the amount of his income. Relief should be given tp every 
man whose income thus appears to be insufficient to maintain him and his 
family. | ee 
- §1, The Som Prakash of the = N tober a to the Government 
ai : _ to stop the export of food-grains from the country, 
ion ornment’s duty in the dis- and to take steps for the importation of food-atuf 


from foreign countries. No one will be able to 
blame the authorities, if they interfere with free trade at a time like this. 


52. The wees Chandrika 9 ng: 18th November observes that 
3 bas the prospects of the winter crops are hopeless. It 
ee 18 ae us late to save them, ‘oa no mA will do 
them any good now that they have completely withered. It is a relief, 
however, that Sir Alexander Mackenzie is trying his best to cope with the 
impending calamity, and that he has found able co-adjutors in Mr. Finucane and 
Babu Bhupal Chundra basu, his assistant. It has been ascertained that no 
sufficient quantity of grain is in stock in the country. If timely precaution had 
been taken, large stocks of grain likely to last two years could have been 
retained in some district such as Bankura. But these districts have been 
depleted by heavy exportation. Grain should be imported on a large scale by the 
Government on its own account. It will be making a risky experiment to 
solely depend on private traders. They will not import dear grain on a large 
scale, as that may involve them in loss, But the Government can incur some 
loss in order to save human lives, In famine times it will not also be inadvisa- 
ble to encourage trade by making concessions to private traders. The pinch is 
being most keenly felt in the Patna Division, but the Commissioner is prepared 
to grapple with the situation. There can be no doubt that a large quantity of 
grain should be imported from foreign countries. It will not be safe to depend 
a good deal on Burma Scarcity prevails in North Burma, and the res -urces of 
South Burma will be severely taxed in coping with it. A large portion of its 
surplus corn will also find its way to Madras, and very little will come to Bengal. 
In the last famine, Burma saved Bengal. But this year it is impossible for 
South Burma to feed the whole of India. Burma rice is already selling at Ks. 5 
per maund in Burma ports. Burma will not also be able to spare more than one 
crore and forty lakhs of maunds of rice, and this will not feed the whole country. 
Russian wheat and rye should be imported. Russia’s promised offer to help 
India with money and grain should not be refused, and public subscriptions 
should also be raised in Europe for the help of the starving Indians. The 
Viceroy should give up his touring and holiday-making, and come to the rescue 
of the people in right earnest. 


There will be not: only food-famine but also water-famine in Bengal. 
People can do without food even for a few days, but they cannot do without 
water for a single day. The Government should, therefore, be prepared to cope 
with the water-famine as it should be to cope with the food-famine. Public 
subscriptions should be raised to dig tanks and wells and remove water-scarcity 
in time. 


VI,.—MIScELLANEOUS. 


53. The Hitavadi of the 18th November requests Government to effect 
the following reforms at the shrine of Sitakunda :— 
Reforms proposed for the Hindu (1) No fee whatever should be exacted for per- 
ehrines in the Chittagong district: i ssion to visit the shrine, and pilgrims’ contribu- 
tions should be entirely voluntary. | 
(2) A pilgrim should be permitted to visit the shrine as often as he 
pleases. 
(3) No fencing should be allowed to be erected, and guards should be 
stationed only at the gate of the shrine to prevent a rush of pilgrims. | The 
mohunt’s men have given the authorities to understand that the fencings are 
erected to prevent a rush, but they are, as a matter of fact, erected to exact = 
from the pilgrims. The road is very wide where the fencings are-erected, an 
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is no likelihood of a squeeze there. The fencings do not prevent & rush, 
pp hare but, on the seaiaiey, afford the guards stationed there facilities, 
for committing various oppressions. As soon a8 pilgrims obtain tickets at the. 
fencings, they rush on in a body of 200 or 300, and the policemen, who are some-. 
times to be found at the gate of the shrine, do not prevent them from entering 
in a body, if their hands are oiled. — 

(4) ‘The police guards should be all np-country Hindus of good character, 
and the officer stationed should be alsoa Hindu Deputy. Magistrate of good: 

acter. 

— 5) The remains of the mohunt’s former house to the east of the shrine 
should be pulled down to widen the yard of the shrine, which is now too small. 

(6) The shrine, which is now very dark, should be provided with two 
windows, one on the north and the other on the west, to admit light into it. 

(7) The Gayakunda within the shrine, where pilgrims perform 
the obsequies of their departed ancestors, is kept in such a filthy state that one 
cannot sit there without stopping one’s nose. The mohunt is opposed to its 
cleansing. But the place requires to be cleansed. : 

- Similar reforms should also be effected at the shrine of Barabakunda. 
Those who are opposed to a devottar law have not yet been able to show how 
else the abuses at Hindu shrines can be put a stop to. The writer cannot 
conceive of any way to bring wicked and adulterous mohunts to their senses 
except by passing such a law. Government is requested to take steps with a 
view to put a stop to the abuses at Hindu shrines. 


Mrn1n-0-SUDHAKAR, 54. Referring to the statement which appeared in a recent issue of the 


Nov. 14th, 1896, | Indian Mirror that a grant of Rs. 59,000 has been 
The proposal tolight Belvedere made by Government for lighting the Belvedere 
with electric light. 


palace with electric light, the Mshir-o-Sudhakar of 
the 14th November asks the Lieutenant-Governor if instead of wasting mone 


on luxuries in these days of distress it would not have been better tv devote it 
to saving the lives of the poor. Is it not the duty of Government to see that 


the tax-payers, whose money is to supply the rulers with luxuries, are enabled to 
live at least from hand to mouth ? 


SANJIVANI, D0. 
Nov. 14th, 1896, 


The Sanjivani of the 14th November regrets that in Native States, 


eee where the Governor-General is now touring, mone 
The Viceroy’s tour. 


should be wasted on fireworks and _ illumination 
at a time when the people are in distress and millions are starving. Cannot the 


Viceroy put a stop to this sinful waste of money—to this merry-making in the 
charnel-house of Death ? | 


SANJIVANI. 56. ‘The same paper understands that there have been plague cases in 


Gala in the Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh 
—o ee district, in Dasghara in the Hooghly district, and in 
Kumarkhali in the Nadia district. It should be at once ascertained whether 
plague has appeared in Bengal. 


ov. The Hitaishi of the 17th November says that though it was rumoured 


ear ge ee am that all District Magistrates and Subdivisional 
supply in the Jessore district. | Officers had been specially instructed this year to 


| see that no source of water which supplied drinking 
water to the people was in any way polluted, in practice little appears: to have 
been done to maintain the purity of water supply. In the Jessore district 
there is hardly a bdmor or beel whose water has not been contaminated by the 
steeping of jute; and it is said that even the rivers have been polluted in that 
way. Correspondents say that the water of the Betsa and the Kabodak rivers 


have become quite unfit for use on account of jute steeping. The Magistrate 
was asked to put a stop to this state of things, but in vain. 


HItTalIsHl, 
Nov. 17th, 1896, 
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59. The same paper regrets that cattle-plague has continued unabated 


throughout the year in Balasore town causing great 
a: ne cultivating raiyats, who have wy not 
an inconsiderable number of cows and oxen. 


60. The same paper remarks that it is inexplicable why the police should 


Tel side thove. be slack in detecting the existence of illicit madat 

ey when even at the sacrifice of some revenue 

the Government have abolished the sale of the drug. The number of such 
shops is said to be not a few. 


61. The Sambalpur Patriot of the 30th September, alluding to the great 
— ) inconvenience that is being caused by recent orders 
ee that neither the property nor the suc- 
cessors of zamindars, who die without liquidatin 
their debts, will be liable for the loans contracted by them, hopes that the above 
orders will soon be either rescinded or modified. 


62, The Utkuldipika of the 10th October states that, as the expectation of 

Wasa ot tat. rain that was entertained owing to the prevalence 

of excessive heat has had to be given up with the 

appearance of the cold weather, the people are under grave apprehensions. 

Unless rain falls early, that which has been saved from the floods will soon be 
destroyed and there will be scarcity in Orissa as elsewhere. 


63. The same paper writes that a Commissioner of the Cuttack Munici- 


is aera oma! Babu Madhusudan rg ma having 
cee ner ue waMack §~brought an array of 12 or 14 charges against the 
sensi Vice-Chairman, Babu Ramsankar Soy, the matter 
was considered at a crowded meeting of the Municipal Commissioners on the 
3rd October. The explanations offered by the Vice-Chairman to the different 
counts of theindictment having been gone through, item by item, the meeting 
was fully satisfied as to the groundlessness of the charges. But the accusing 
Municipal Commissioner was found from the records to have been himself 
guilty of some of the offences laid at the Vice-Chairman’s door. The Vice- 
Chairman having, previous to the decision of the question, tendered his resigna- 
tion, was requested, in view of the valuable services rendered by him, to 
withdraw it, which he has done to the satisfaction of all. The writer considers 
that the action of Babu Madhusudan Mahapatra was ignoble, resulting, as 
such attempts at calumny naturally end, in bringing disgrace on his own self. 
64. The Samvadvahtka of the 8th October says :— 
alia adi All hope of rain has now disappeared! The 
iis sky is clear and cloudless. Winter has fairly set 
in, while there is no water in the fields nor food-grain at home! Just as the 
people were expecting to gather in the produce of their fields, they are about 
to be deprived of that and all this for want of only one shower! That the 
country has not yet fully recovered from the effects of the famine of 1272 Amhi, 
and that it is going to be,visited again by another such dire distress, is extremel 
ainful to think. As this is entirely the work of Providence, nothing but 
His kindness can avert the impending calamity. 


65. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 14th October states that a number 

of people known as Sabakhias have recently come 

into the town, who appear in various disguises at 

different times. Their conduct is looked upon with suspicion by the people. 
The police therefore ought to keep a strict eye on them. a 

66. The same paper refers to the untimely cessation of the rains and to 

the apprehended scarcity, and advises the people 

Drought and lose of ‘crops. to be provident enough not to sell out their stacks 

em: f the 7th October is informed b 

halour Patriot of the 7th October 18 informed by a corre- 

mt See spondent that people of the Pan, Kamar, &c., classes 

Desertion of raiyats. of the Angul Khondmals Ay _ Upper ~ are 

‘+ homes in large numbers, the cause of which is not yet Known. 

agers Rage A that such a course must have been taken owing to some sort 


of intolerable oppression. 


Suspicious characters in Balasore. 
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Drought and loss of crops. 
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